but the very elaboration of the theory of the problem would
not have had the achievements to record that it has at the
present time."
The truth of every theory is tested by practice. Who-
ever wants to fell a tree takes up an axe. If man had never
felled trees, but had only discussed how trees should be
felled, people would no doubt have been found to send a
woodman into the woods armed with a penknife. And it would
have been impossible to argue with people like that.
It is the same in science. Theories containing a lit-
tle truth and many preconceived ideas can sometimes exist
only in laboratories, or books, for quite a long time if mil-
lions of people do not have to work with the aid of these
theories, to test them on a large scale in practical work.
In tsarist times, the peasants ploughed with wooden
ploughs and scattered seeds from a basket. On the land-
lords' "home farms" the English Ransome threshing machine
was regarded as the highest achievement, and a German sep-
arator roused the surprise and envy of neighbours.
It was the kolkhoz, socialist countryside that put agri-
cultural science to a test such as it had never been subjected
to before.
That is why the new science of the control of plant life
could appear, vindicate its right to live and grow so rapidly
as no science has grown at any time in human history, only
in our Soviet land.
THE   STAGES OF  LIFE
Lysenko transferred his major researches from Azerbai-
jan to the Ukraine in 1930. By order of the government the
Ukrainian Institute of Selection and Genetics set up in
Odessa a special department for these researches.
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